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March 15th, 2018 NACA Meeting
Due to a power outage, our February meeting was shut down early and we have resched-
uled presenters for the March NACA meeting.

Please, join us at the next meeting on March 15th at 7:00 PM at the North Austin
Community Center/YMCA, 1000 W. Rundberg.

At this meeting, we will hear updates on the planned renovation project for Little Walnut 
Creek Library. AISD police and our Austin Police District Representatives will share 
updates with members. Attendees will complete a Project Connect survey for future 
transportation along North Lamar.

Also, we will discuss our 2018 goals, including priorities and future projects for NACA. 
This will be a great opportunity to learn about NACA volunteer opportunities.
Members, please be in attendance as we plan to take a vote on the beautification fund
investment proposal.

We appreciate your input and participation, and look forward to seeing you!

Junta NACA del 15 de Marzo 2018
Debido a un apagón, nuestra junta de el mes de Febrero terminó temprano y hemos 
reprogramado todas las presentaciones para la junta NACA de el mes de Marzo.

Por favor, acompáñenos a la próxima junta el 15 de Marzo a las 7 de la tarde en el 
North Austin Community Recreation Center/YMCA, 1000 W. Rundberg.

Durante esta junta, escucharemos una presentación del proyecto de renovación de la
Biblioteca Little Walnut Creek. Un representante de la policía del Distrito Escolar, y los
oficiales de policia del vecindario (los District Representatives) compatirán sus ultimas 
noticias. Los participantes también llenarán un cuestionario, acerca de futuros medios de 
transporte a lo largo de North Lamar.

También platicaremos sobre las metas de la organización para el 2018. Los participantes 
tendrán la oportunidad de aprender sobre las diferentes pocisiones disponibles como 
voluntario en NACA. Les rogamos a los miembros que participen de la junta para votar 
por la proposición para invertir en el fondo de embellecimiento de la organización.

¡Su participación y opinión es apreciada, esperamos verlos!

A New Way to Engage with Austin Police 
The Austin Police Region 2 (Northeast) officers now have a Facebook page:
Facebook.com/Austin-Police- Region-2- 545120585862908

Free Tax Filing Assistance at the Library
Through the AARP Foundation, on Mondays from 1 to 5pm and Tuesdays from 10:30am 
to 2:30pm until April 17. Check AARP.org to see the list of documents to bring with you 
for filing taxes.
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My husband and I have been in the NACA area for almost 4 
years and enjoy all this community provides—diverse neighbors 
and friends, delicious foods from all over the world, bike friendly 
roads (and sidewalks), and over 5 breweries (and growing).

For over 7 years I have worked in public policy and advo-
cacy and currently serve as Director of Policy and Community 
Engagement at United Ways of Texas. I also proudly serve on 
the Travis County Children’s Protective Services Board. NACA 
allows me to bring my expertise in public policy and advocacy 
and passion for community organizing and engagement together 
to drive improvements forward. In 2018, I look forward to help-
ing NACA increase membership that reflects the diversity of our 
community through new recruitment and engagement strategies 
and help NACA prioritize activities and projects to ensure we are 
maximizing our impact.

Also Happening in the Neighborhood:
• Saturday, March 10
8:30-10:30am: NACA Clean Streets Cleanup on Rundberg Lane 
(Parkfield to Lamar) and Breakfast Tacos –Meet at Taco More 
parking lot, NW corner of Rundberg and Parkfield intersection. 
To sign up, or for more information, contact coordinator Allison 
Scharf at allison_scharf@hotmail.com.

1:00-6:00pm: Sip And Shop Pop-Up Market at Celis Bewery

2:30pm-4pm: Open Book Austin: local radio station KUT 
recording audio stories from Austinites at the Little Walnut Creek 
Library

6:30-9:30pm: Fundraiser: Write the Wrong Comedy Show at 4th 
Tap Brewing Coop

• Sunday, March 11-Saturday, March 17
4X4T Music Showcase at 4th Tap Brewing Coop

• Monday, March 12-Thursday, March 15
‘Growing up Wild’ Spring Break Camp at the North Austin 
YMCA

• Tuesday, March 13
4:30pm: Lego lab at the Little Walnut Creek library

• Thursday, March 15
NACA meeting (see first page of this newsletter)

President's Letter
by Melinda Schiera

Hello friends and neighbors!

I am very excited to serve as President this year. I have been an 
active participant with the neighborhood association since shortly 
after moving into the neighborhood in March 2011, and have 
served as vice-president for the past five years. I enjoy learning 
something new at every neighborhood meeting, being active and 
engaged with beautification efforts and civic engagement efforts 
as well as meeting neighbors.

I participated in the 10-1 districting process in order to ensure it 
was fair, helped create a District 4 program that brought together 
citizens from all of the neighborhood associations within District 
4, encouraged the use of Nextdoor, helped rebuild the neighbor-
hood association website, assisted in increasing the Facebook 
page, Facebook.com/NorthAustinCivicAssociation, following 
from about 5 followers to the 734 followers it has today, helped 
apply for grant projects, volunteered for beautification projects, 
and more.

My volunteer experience assisted me in discovering a passion for 
digital marketing but I’d like to figure out how the neighborhood 
association can increase its membership by the good ol’ word of 
mouth. My request to you all is to start talking about the neigh-
borhood association more with your neighbors. Tell them about 
the Facebook page, how to subscribe to updates on the website, 
when neighborhood association meetings take place and how to 
become a member. Tell them what you like about the neighbor-
hood association! Give them your newsletter after you have read it.

I’d also like to connect with parents in the neighborhood to focus 
on how we can support our schools and park improvements more. 
There are grants available to accomplish park improvements, 
including the parks located on school grounds, but we need more 
hands on deck.

Lastly, I am always interested in hearing your ideas! Shoot me an 
email at melinda.schiera@gmail.com.

Thank you, Randy Teich

Thank you, Randy, for leading the neighborhood association for 
the past three years! A small token of our appreciation will be 
presented to Randy at the March meeting, and his name will be 
placed on the kiosk at Heron Hollow park along with all prior 
presidents. I know that he will continue to provide great value to 
the neighborhood.

NACA Vice President’s Bio and Intro-
duction
by Ashley Harris

This year, I am honored to serve the North Austin Civic Associa-
tion as Vice President. As a 7th generation Texan, I am truly pas-
sionate about making my community and state stronger.
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• Saturday, March 17
6:30-11:30pm: Party World Rasslin' Presents: WormQuest at 4th 
Tap Brewing Coop

• Sunday, March 18
2:00-5:00pm: NACA Brewery Crawl (see corresponding article)

• Tuesday, March 20
4:30pm: Anansi and the Golden Box of Stories puppet show at 
the Little Walnut Creek library

6:30-7:30pm: Foster Care and Adoption Info Session at The 
Settlement Home for Children Conference Center

• Friday, March 23
1:00pm: Talking to Your Teen about Relationships & Social 
Media Safety training at the Lanier Family Resource Center

• Tuesday, March 27
4:30pm: Minecraft Club at the Little Walnut Creek Library

• Friday, March 30
12:00-1:00pm: Settlement Home for Children tour

• Saturday, March 31
9:00am-12:00pm: Spring plants sale at the North Austin Com-
munity Garden

NACA Brewery Crawl Happening 
March 18th
by Ashley Harris

NACA Brewery Crawl is happening Sunday, March 18th, 2:00-
5:00pm. You don’t want to miss this quarterly NACA event and 
we are checking out a new place. We are starting at Oskar Blues 
and will end at the new Fairweather Cider Company (for the 
Gluten-free folks). Please see full schedule below. Wear your 
grey NACA shirt so people can identify our group. This is a 
family-friendly event. Please, invite your neighbors and enjoy 
responsibly! Feel free to bring folding chairs and snacks.

3/18 Brewery Crawl Schedule:
2:00pm: Oskar Blues Brewery located at 10420 Metric Blvd
3:00pm: 4th Tap Brewing Cooperative located at 10615 Metric 
Blvd
4:00pm: Fairweather Cider Co. located at 10609 Metric Blvd

RSVP and spread the word at Facebook.com/
events/149473685718131/

NACA Beautification Fund Invest-
ment Proposal
by Brian La Cour

At the February NACA meeting, Brian La Cour, NACA treasurer, 

provided a proposal for beautification fund investment:

Established in 2005 as a partnership with Republic Services, the 
fund was earmarked for neighborhood beautification projects and 
has received about $1200 per year from Republic Services until it 
was largely discontinued after the company left the neighborhood 
in 2014. The fund’s balance is $10,570.61.

The investment proposal is to use $10,000 of the current fund 
balance as an endowment by investing this money in risk-bearing 
stocks and bonds (using a 70/30 blend of stocks and bonds to miti-
gate risk) and use any capital gains above $10,000 for projects the 
following year. There would be no reinvestment of yearly capital 
gains.

The proposal considered, as an example, a bond fund (TEBCX) 
with a 3.26% annual yield and a stock fund (AMFCX) with a 
8.16% annual yield, both of which represent 10-year historical 
averages, and a fund management fees of 1.35%. The funds would 
remain available to sell and use at any time, with a liquidation fee 
of no more than 1%. The blended fund would have the average 
yield of about $450 per year.

The motion to approve this proposal was delayed in order to allow 
more time for consideration. It is expected to be raised again during 
the March meeting.

What to look Forward to at Rutland 
and Quail Valley
by Linda Davis

On Wednesday, February 7, City of Austin crews dug out and 
removed 12 inches of dirt and weeds from the traffic island on 
Rutland at Quail Valley, then filled the island with good dirt. On 
Friday afternoon, February 9, two Austin nurseries delivered over 
100 native plants to the A-Line Auto Supply on Rutland drive.  A-
Line Auto Supply very generously allowed us to store the plants 
overnight behind their locked gates. Then on Saturday morning, 
2/10, neighborhood volunteers came and planted these plants 
across the traffic island under the guidance of Alexis Bearer, 
owner at Landscape Witch, who designed the layout of the traffic 
island. A big THANK YOU to the volunteers including Jimmy 
Smart, Carol Pazera and her son Fintan McCullough, Janet Tor-
res, Marcus Ellenbeck, Joan De Luca, Linda and David Davis,
as well as Keep Austin Beautiful who loaned shovels, gloves and 
trowels from its Tool Shack. The plants are small, but we think it 
already looks beautiful! Watch this island that marks the entrance 
to the Northwest part of our neighborhood and is located on a 
major path to and from Cook Elementary for many kids as the 
summer comes, and see how it grows. I am very excited that we 
planted milkweed which is a mainstay of the monarch butterfly 
diet, which migrates through Central Texas. Hopefully, we will 
see some of them bulking up for their long trip to their summer 
site and return trip home.

This project was created with the Neighborhood Partnering 
Program of the City of Austin, which is continually looking for 
projects to make Austin neighbors look and work better (the
Painted Bridges project in our neighborhood was funded through 
this Department too).
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Best of Minutes:
by Matt Myers

During the NACA January meeting, Brennan Stravlo’s real estate 
analysis noted “another year over year increase in units sold. 
For all of 2017, the average median home price in NACA was 
$265,000. 103 single family homes sold were on the market for 
an average of 18 days. (…) The highest price was $374,000 for a 
home on Aspen Drive.”

The meeting also included a presentation of the 2018 budget 
“projecting expenditures of $1,000 for the membership drive and 
$1,500 for the newsletter,” as well as “$4,000 in dues and dona-
tions”, with $1349,05 in the general funds, and saw the election 
of the 2018 NACA officers (see the new President’s Letter and 
Vice President’s Bio and Introduction).

North by North Austin Garden and 
Art Tour on May 12, 2019
by Carole Goltze

May 12, 2019 will be the next North by North Austin Garden and 
Art Tour, and the NxNA Garden and Art Tour team needs your 
help! We need artists and gardeners, of course, so now is the time 
to think about showing your yard, creating artwork, performing 
a talent, but also about serving as a NxNA Garden and Art Tour 
board member. We need committee members to work on com-
puter updates, NextDoor, Facebook and the NxNA website, as 
well as people to solicit sponsors. So mark your calendars, begin 
thinking about May 2019, and be in touch at cgoltze@yahoo.com 
to volunteer!

Soccer in Austin
by Melinda Schiera

The neighborhood association has received multiple messages in 
regard to an MLS stadium possibly being built at McKalla Place. 
Some of the contacts are from residents of Columbus, Ohio, who 
don’t want their beloved soccer team to move at all and want 
the neighborhood to oppose the move to McKalla Place. At least 
one journalist from Columbus, Ohio was hoping that we had 
more information than he did. A resident of our neighborhood 
also messaged to ask the neighborhood association to support the 
McKalla Place location.

To answer the question on any position of the neighborhood 
association, the neighborhood association is required per the 
bylaws to vote on any position at a general meeting – that takes 
place each third Thursday of the month. The executive team may 
not make a position on behalf of the membership. Any member 
can make a motion at a neighborhood association meeting, but 
members should request a discussion to the executive committee 
prior to the meeting.

The team owners are still evaluating two remaining sites on the 
table, Roy G. Guerrero Colorado River Park in Southeast Austin 
and McKalla Place, as well as undisclosed private sites. I reached 
out to Council Member Casar to see if there is anything that the 
neighborhood association should be aware of, and expect to hear 
back if there is additional information to be shared.

N A C A  M E M B E R S H I P  F O R M

Enclosed are my dues for calendar year 20___

        ___ Regular Membership ($15)

        ___ Silver Membership ($25)

        ___ Gold Membership ($50 or more)

        ___ I would like to volunteer for NACA.

Name  
Address  
City, State, Zip  
Phone  
Email  

Pay online at naca-austin.org 
or mail this form & check to:

NACA Treasurer
PO BOX 180803

Austin TX  78718-0803


